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‘Last night, I ate a chicken in the backyard.
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'| InJapan, there are many things to look forward to — one is a gift of [ ‘,“;m;f-;i';'";il;

HHLN lh what |vn!

A1 money, given in an envelope called Otoshidama (354F F). The [ 77

character &, which is read ‘tama’ or ‘dama,’ has several different ';"“*i‘;;:".:"‘.:::*i,*'::.:
meanings, but often refers things shaped like a ball, sphere, or globe. ===
So, otoshidama could be read as something like ‘New Year’s ball.’ But, e
hold on a minute — Japanese money isn’t a ball, it’s in rectangular [
paper notes. So why isn't it called ‘New Year’s rectangle?” Well, names |-+~
can change their meanings over time. Lets think about what types of |-~
circular objects might have been meaningful to Japanese people in
ages past:
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® Preparation

1 : ing fish.
\ ® Prayerful meaning
i As kazunoko has mapy-fany eggs, it

represents a prayer for plentiful and
prosperous descendants.

® Principal production areas
Hokkaido (originally), Canada
(present day).
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Hokkaido, Japan Sea coast.
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